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2. What can be done when books are 

kept until long overdue by members of tlue 

board of trustees of a library, after the 

usual post card notices have been sent? 

The methods used were: Notify wife of 
the board member; use special card saying 
book is needed; send personal letter; tele 

phone that book is urgently needed. 

3. What is the general opinion in re 

gard to charging books by date of issue in 

stead of date due? 

This was voted on and a large majority 
found in favor of the date due. Cleveland 
has used both and hopes never to return 
to the date of issue. 

The chief opposition to using date due 
seems to be the chance of charging with 
the wrong stamp and the inability to fix 

responsibility. Pittsburgh reports no trou 
ble of this sort. Each date has a different 
colored pencil?current date (discharging 
pencil) is brown; 7 day, black; 14 day, 
yellow; 28 day, green. Each assistant has 
a symbol?a check, a dash, etc.?which 
she makes when writing borrower's num 

ber, thus fixing responsibility absolutely. 

Another library further differentiates by 
using different sized type for different 
dates. 

4. Have any libraries instituted econ 

omies in the routine of the circulation de 

partment in the effort to release assistants 

for war work which might be of interest to 

this meeting? 

Newark bought a nicer set of trays to 
save time; also recommends use of regis 
tration book in place of numerical file at 
central library. Mr. and Miss are now 
omitted from registration entries and bor 
rower's card, while a dash (?) is used for 

Mrs. 

Rochester multigraphs the bookslips of 
books of which there are many copies in 
use, which require frequent renewing. 

Miss Waller I. Bullock, of the Carnegie 

Library of Pittsburgh, was chosen chair 

man for the next meeting, and Miss 

Frances Dorrance, of Trenton, secretary. 

Agnes F. P. Greer, 

j- Secretary. 
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The meeting was called to order, July 5, 

by the chairman, Mr. George S. Godard, 
state librarian of Connecticut. Mr. De 

marchus C. Brown, state librarian of Indi 

ana, acting as secretary. 

The chairman briefly outlined the pres 
ent status of the printing bill before Con 

gress. He stated that the outlook was 

somewhat discouraging and that no action 

could be expected during the present War 

Congress, when more important world prob 
lems were at stake. He called attention 

to House Resolution 11521, which is a new 

printing bill introduced by Mr. Barnhart 

on April 18, 1918, and referred to the Com 

mittee on Printing, having been ordered 

printed. Up to the present time the chair 

man has heard of no report having been 

made on the same by the committee. 

The bill is entitled, "A bill to amend and 

revise the laws relating to printing and 

binding and the distribution of publica 
tions for Congress." In brief it abolishes 

all the official gazette and geological sur 

vey libraries and rewrites the sections rela 

tive to valuation distribution. It places in 

the hands of the Joint Committee on Print 

ing the responsibility of determining much 

of the detail relative to publication, bind 

ing and distribution included in the former 

printing bills. Thus, Section 18, para 

graphs 1 and 2, read as follows: 

Sec. 18, Par. 1. The Joint Committee on 

Printing shall have power to adopt and 

employ such measures as, in its discretion, 
may be deemed necessary to remedy any 
neglect, delay, duplication, or waste in the 

public printing and binding and the dis 
tribution of Government publications, and 
shall exercise general supervision over 

printing and binding for Congress. 

Sec. 18, Par. 2. The Joint Committee on 

Printing is hereby authorized to inquire at 

any time into all matters pertaining to the 

public printing and binding and the dis 
tribution of publications for Congress, the 

judiciary, and the various executive de 

partments, independent offices, and estab 
lishments of the Government, to report to 

Congress from time to time any abuses in 
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the public printing and binding and 
the distribution of Government publica 
tions, and to recommend such remedial 
legislation as in its judgment may seem 
proper. 

Twenty publications heretofore included 
in Congressional distribution to depository 
libraries it is proposed to remove from 
such distribution, as may be seen from 

Section 11, which reads as follows: 

Sec. 11. The printing of the following 
publications for congressional distribution 
as heretofore provided by law shall be dis 
continued: Monthly Summary of Foreign 
Commerce of the United States, Annual 
Report of Foreign Commerce and Naviga 
tion of the United States, Annual Report 
of the Health Officer of the District of Co 
lumbia, Annual Report of the Bureau of 
Ethnology, Bulletins of the Bureau of Eth 
nology, Bulletins of the Bureau of Fish 
eries, Geological Bulletins, Geological Pro 
fessional Papers, Geological Water-Supply 
Papers, Topographic and Geologic Maps 
and Atlases, Charts of the Coast and Geo 
detic Survey, Memoirs of the National 
Academy of Sciences, The American Eph 
emeris and Nautical Almanac, Publications 
of the Naval Observatory, Annual Report 
of Field Operations of the Bureau of Soils, 
Annual Report of the Commercial Relations 
of the United States with Foreign Coun 
tries, Navy Yearbook, and the Annual Re 
port of the Commissioner of Patents with 
list of patents. 

The chairman stated that on the whole 

he felt the bill was a step in the right di 
rection, for up to the present time the 

Joint Committee on Printing had expressed 
its desire and willingness to incorporate 

any suggestions which the librarians of 

the country had united in asking for when 

the same did not conflict in detail consid 

ered essential for the convenience of Con 

gress. This willingness was shown in the 

other printing bills hefore Congress as ex 

plained before the Government Documents 

Round Table at former meetings by Mr. 

Carter, Clerk of the Joint Committee on 

Printing. It is a safe assumption, there 

fore, that the same willingness may be ex 

pected from the Joint Committee here 

after. 

The chairman also called attention to 

Senate Bill 4366, introduced by Senator 

Chamberlain, April 16, which was referred 

to the Committee on Library, and by that 
committee reported favorably without 

amendment, June 6, as explained by Re 

port 481 of the 65th Congress, 2d Session. 

This bill relates to the return of govern 
ment publications by depositories. Sec 

tion 5 reads as follows: 

Sec. 5. That libraries heretofore desig 
nated by law as depositories to receive 
books and other Government publications 
shall hereafter, during their existence, 
continue such receipt, and new designa 
tions may be made when libraries hereto 
fore chosen shall cease to exist or other 
designation shall hereafter be authorized 
by law. The librarian of any library above 

mentioned may return to the superintend 
ent of documents and the superintendent 
of documents shall receive back such of 
the documents and publications furnished 
to said libraries as in the opinion of said 
librarian are not suitable for collection or 
use by said library. 

Following the brief explanation cover 

ing the two bills affecting the publication 
and distribution of documents, the chair 

man introduced Dr. H. H. B. Meyer, chief 

bibliographer, Library of Congress, who 

read a paper upon 
GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 

WAR 

(See p. 202) 
On motion of Mr. Dullard, state librarian 

of New Jersey, a vote of thanks was re 

turned to Dr. Meyer for his interesting and 

instructive paper. 
The Committee on Public Documents 

was instructed to take up the question of 

securing for certain depository libraries 

the twenty publications proposed to be 

eliminated from congressional distribu 

tion, as stated in Section 11 of the pro 

posed printing bill. 

There being no further business the 

meeting was adjourned. 
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